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Basic Educational Requirements for Selected Health Occupations
	Occupation
	Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Criteria

	1. Chiropractors
	In order to be licensed, Chiropractors require 2 to 4 years of undergraduate education, the completion of a 4-yr chiropractic college course, and pass national and state exams.

	2. Clinical Laboratory Technologists and Technicians
	Technologists usually need a bachelors degree while technicians require an associate degree or certificate.

	3. Counselors
(Medical Setting)
	A Masters degree is required to be a licensed counselor.

	4. Dental Assistants
	On the job training or dental assisting programs that take 1 year or less to complete

	5. Dental Hygienists
	Most dental hygiene programs grant an associate degree, although some offer a certificate, bachelors, or masters degree.

	6. Dentists, General
	Most dental students have a bachelors degree or finish their bachelors while in dental school. Dental school usually takes 4 academic years.

	7. Diagnostic Related Technologists and Technicians
	Varies by the occupation. There are five occupations included in this category. Most require an Associate degree while others only require 1 to 4 years of training leading to a certificate, associate, or bachelors degree.

	8. Dietitians and Nutritionists
	Dietitians and nutritionists need at least a bachelor’s degree; licensure, certification, or registration requirements vary by State.

	9. Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics
	A high school diploma is usually required to enter a formal emergency medical technician training program. Training is offered at progressive levels: EMT-Basic, EMT-Intermediate, and Paramedic. Programs/training can take one to two years.

	10. Health Diagnosing and Treating Practitioner Support Technologists and Technicians
	There are seven occupations in this category.
Although most pharmacy technicians receive informal on-the-job training, employers favor those who have completed formal training and certification. On-the-job training generally ranges between 3 and 12 months. For surgical technologists, training programs last 9 to 24 months and lead to a certificate, diploma, or associate’s degree.

	11. Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses
	
Most practical nursing training programs last about 1 year, and are offered by vocational and technical schools or community or junior colleges.

	12. Massage Therapists
	Most of the boards governing massage therapy in these States require practicing massage therapists to complete a formal education program and pass an examination. (There was no specific information on length of programs)

	13. Medical and Health Services Managers
	
A master’s degree is the standard credential, although a bachelor’s degree is adequate for some entry-level positions.

	14. Medical Assistants and Other Healthcare Support Occupations, except Dental Assistants
	Some medical assistants are trained on the job, but many complete 1-year or 2-year programs.

	15. Medical Records and Health Information Technicians
	Medical records and health information technicians generally have an associate degree.

	16. Nursing, Psychiatric, and Home Health Aides
	A high school diploma is required for many jobs; specific qualifications vary by occupation, State laws, and work setting.

	17. Occupational Therapists
	A master’s degree or higher in occupational therapy is the typical minimum requirement for entry into the field.  In 2009, 150 master’s degree programs or combined bachelor’s and master’s degree programs were accredited, and 4 doctoral degree programs were accredited.

	18. Opticians, Dispensing
	Employers increasingly prefer dispensing opticians to complete certification or graduate from an accredited 2-year associate’s degree program in opticianry; some large employers may provide an apprenticeship.

	19. Optometrists
	Optometrists need a Doctor of Optometry degree, which requires the completion of a 4-year program at an accredited school of optometry.

	20. Personal and Home Care Aides
	Home health aides and personal and home care aides are generally not required to have a high school diploma.

	21. Pharmacists
	Pharmacists who are trained in the United States must earn a Pharm.D. degree from an accredited college or school of pharmacy. The Pharm.D. degree has replaced the Bachelor of Pharmacy degree, which is no longer being awarded. To be admitted to a Pharm.D. program, an applicant must have completed at least 2 years of specific professional study.

	22. Physical Therapist Assistants and Aides
	Aides usually learn skills on the job, while physical therapist assistants have an associate degree; most States require licensing for assistants.

	23. Physical Therapists
	Today’s entrants to this profession need a post-baccalaureate degree from an accredited physical therapist program.

	24. Physician Assistants
	Physician assistant educational programs usually take at least 2 years to complete for full-time students. Most programs are at schools of allied health, academic health centers, medical schools, or 4-year colleges; a few are at community colleges, are part of the military, or are at hospitals. 

In 2008, 142 education programs for physician assistants were accredited or provisionally accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant. Eighty percent, or 113, of these programs offered the option of a master’s degree, 21 of them offered a bachelor’s degree, 3 awarded associate degrees, and 5 awarded a certificate.

	25. Physicians and Surgeons
	Formal education and training requirements—typically 4 years of undergraduate school, 4 years of medical school, and 3 to 8 years of internship and residency—are among the most demanding of any occupation, but earnings are among the highest

	26. Psychologists
	A master’s or doctoral degree, and a license, are required for most psychologists.

	27. Registered Nurses
	The three typical educational paths to registered nursing are a bachelor’s degree, an associate degree, and a diploma from an approved nursing program.

	28. Respiratory Therapists
	An associate degree is the minimum educational requirement, but a bachelor’s or master’s degree may be important for advancement.

	29. Secretaries and Administrative Assistants (Medical Setting)
	High school graduates who have basic office skills may qualify for entry-level secretarial positions. They can acquire these skills in various ways. Training ranges from high school vocational education programs that teach office skills and typing to 1-year and 2-year programs in office administration offered by business and vocational-technical schools, and community colleges. Many temporary placement agencies also provide formal training in computer and office skills. Most medical and legal secretaries must go through specialized training programs that teach them the language of the industry.

	30. Social Workers (Medical Setting)
	While a bachelor’s degree is necessary for entry-level positions, a master’s degree in social work or a related field is necessary for some positions.

	31. Speech-Language Pathologists
	A master’s degree in speech-language pathology is the standard educational requirement; almost all States regulate these workers, and licensing requirements vary.

	32. Veterinarians
	Veterinarians must obtain a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree and a State license. Admission to veterinary school is competitive.



