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Charge:

Should transitional vocabularies be eliminated as alternatives in reporting to federal quality measure
programs using EHR-captured clinical data elements? If so, which ones and by when?

Secondary Questions:
* What is the impact of retaining the transitional vocabularies on the reliability and validity of
measure results?
* What are the potential costs and implementation impacts on vendors and providers? How
does that compare to the current situation with vocabulary alternatives?
Assumptions:
* EHR vendors and providers have a pressing need to know what approach will be taken in
regards to transitional vocabularies as soon as possible to plan and program accordingly.

* Measure developers have an even more pressing need for this decision, as changes to the
current approach could change measure workflows and will change large volumes of value
sets, although removal could result in simplified measure development costs and testing
efforts.

* vocabulary experts agree that there are benefits to using a single code system but that there
are costs to this approach including at least initially increased effort of mapping.
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1. CPTis planning to integrate an ontology that could allow mapping
to SNOMED from the current CPT hierarchy for procedures

2. CPT and SNOMED are complimentary for procedures with
significant overlap, whereas SNOMED is the most comprehensive
terminology for problems, diagnoses, findings, organisms, etc.

3. IHTSDO — WHO partnership (SNOMED and ICD-11): Collaborating
since 2010 on a common ontology which is still under
development. Some overlap exists but with semantic anchoring.
Data can be coded in granular fashion in the patient record and
aggregate the SNOMED concepts into a rolled up ICD rubric for
billable codes for diagnoses and other secondary uses such as
guality metrics. The model is evolving.

4. Code systems have use cases that drive ongoing needs. One coding
system cannot meet all use cases. The tieback to SNOMED allows
easier transition because it is the most granular and most
comprehensive for the most use cases.



Task Force Recap (Cont.) yd

Health IT Standards Cnmn; ittee

A Public Advisory Body on Haalth Infommation Techinoiogy
ta the Matlonal Coordinator for Health IT

5. Federally published algorithms and central mapping should
be made available to provide consistency for current
measure reporting. However, terminology capture and
meaning should be permitted to be local to facilitate quality
improvement and clinical decision support and not merely
quality reporting. Federally approved algorithms and services
could support more consistent local mapping.

6. Reverse mappings to clinical terminologies cannot occur
cleanly. The completeness of the information is absent with
aggregated codes. Basically, transitional codes will be
necessary for the time being as clinical data are not yet
coded in granular form in a widespread fashion.
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1. We support the original intention of the HIT Standards
Committee to migrate towards encoding data to primarily
support evidence-based patient care, clinical decision
support, and clinical workflow rather than administrative
activities.

2. We also believe this coding will better support a broad array
of functions, including evidence-based clinical care, clinical
decision support, clinical workflows, quality measurement,
research and reimbursement.
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3. The federal government should choose a date in the future
to transition to clinically focused data capture and away from
the support of multiple code systems for a single type of
data. Thus, the task force ultimately supports one mandated
reporting and exchange vocabulary for each category of data.

4. Even after migration to a single terminology for clinical data,
“hybrid measures” could still continue to intentionally
incorporate and combine clinical and administrative
terminologies (e.g., EHR data and claims reports).

— The use of administrative data, where specified, should be
deliberate.
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5. It will be acceptable to use federally permitted deconstructions of other
codes into SNOMED expressions. A deconstruction is defined as the
representation of a complex, pre-coordinated expression with a set of
simple coded statements such that when the set is interpreted as a post-
coordinated expression the set renders the same meaning.

— The use of intentional value sets should be encouraged, i.e., where the
members of the set are self-defining under the SNOMED hierarchies
and relationship models.

— The use of post-coordinated SNOMED expressions should be
encouraged for secondary use cases but not for primary data capture.

— A SNOMED expression library could, in the future, support exchange of
complex ideas with a single identifier (i.e., pre-coordinated
expressions), but such a technical solution is not yet available in
exchange standards. The CPT and ICD-11 models may also support this
approach coordinated with SNOMED in the future.
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6. Transitional/alternative vocabularies will continue to be used
for reporting and exchange until single, data-specific

terminologies are identified and incorporated into standards
and programs.
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1. What is the impact of retaining the transitional vocabularies on the
reliability and validity of measure results?

Given that there is so much variability in the capture of data and
workflow, it is not possible to assure measure results are comparable
when transitional vocabularies are included, particularly without
consistent mapping guidance.

2. What are the potential costs and implementation impacts on vendors
and providers? How does that compare to the current situation with
vocabulary alternatives?

The recent change to ICD-10 coding had a large impact on vendors and
providers. Changing direction again in the near term will have significant
cost and impact.
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Wednesday, October 14t *  Membership introductions
v" 10:30-12:00pm EST - Kick Off Meeting * Review charge and work plan
* Identify action steps

v Wednesday, November 4t * Task Force Discussion
11:00-12:30pm EST
v Friday , November 20t * Task Force Discussion
9:30-11:00am EST
v Wednesday, December 2" * Task Force Discussion
11:00-12:30pm EST * Develop Preliminary Task Force Recommendations
= Wednesday, December 10 * Present Draft Recommendations to HITSC

HITSC Meeting

Wednesday, December 16t * Refine Recommendations , if needed
11:00-12:30pm EST

Wednesday, January 20 — HITSC Meeting * Present Final Recommendations to HITSC, if needed
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SNOMED CT (Primary code of
clinical data)

ICD-9-CM (Legacy
Code/Historical data),
ICD-10-CM (Use case-specific)

Encounter

(any patient-provider interaction, e.g., telephone call, e-
mail regardless of reimbursement status, status—
includes traditional face-to-face encounters)

SNOMED CT (Primary code of
clinical data)

CPT, HCPCS,
ICD-9-CM Procedures,
ICD-10-PCS

Diagnostic study test names

LOINC

HCPCS (Alternate
Vocabulary?)

Intervention (Merged with Procedures)

SNOMED CT (Primary code of
clinical data)

CPT, HCPCS,
ICD-9-CM Procedures,
ICD-10-PCS

Procedure SNOMED CT (Primary code of CPT, HCPCS,
clinical data) ICD-9-CM Procedures,

ICD-10-PCS

Communication (If | wanted to send a referral to another | SNOMED CT (Primary code of | CPT, HCPCS

physician how would | define the type of communication
that occurred)

clinical data)

Office of the National Coordinator for
Health Information Technology

12




	Transitional Vocabulary Task Force 
	Transitional Vocabulary Task Force Membership 
	Task Force Charge 
	Task Force Recap 
	Task Force  Draft Recommendations 
	Draft responses to secondary  questions from charge 
	Transitional Vocabulary Task Force Meeting Dates/Workplan 
	Appendix 
	Transitional Vocabularies 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AlwaysEmbed [

    true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 0.76000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 0.76000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /CropColorImages false

  /CropGrayImages false

  /CropMonoImages false

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /Description <<





    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>







    /HUN <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>





    /SKY <>



    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>



  >>

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.10000

  /DoThumbnails false

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /EndPage -1

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 0.76000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 0.76000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 15

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /Quality 15

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 15

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /Quality 15

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [

    true

  ]

  /OPM 1

  /Optimize true

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting true

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks true

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect false

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB

      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements true

      /GenerateStructure true

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive true

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.25000

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo false

  /PreserveFlatness false

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



