
Accountable Care Workgroup 
Hearing 

January 14, 2014   



Accountable Care Workgroup Charge 

 

Make recommendations to the Health IT Policy 
Committee on how HHS policies and programs 

can advance the evolution of a health IT 
infrastructure that enables providers to improve 
care and population health while reducing costs 

under accountable care arrangements. 
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Hearing Objectives 

1. Consider input on health IT capabilities needed to drive payment reform 
from various sources, e.g. input from workgroup members, joint CMS/ONC 
Request for Information, IT framework for Accountable Care developed by 
CCHIT, etc. 
 

2. Understand how the current ONC EHR certification program addresses 
capabilities necessary for accountable care and where gaps remain. 
 

3. Identify priority health IT capabilities needed to drive business and quality 
success within accountable care arrangements. 
 

4. Develop recommendations to advance these capabilities using HHS policy 
and program levers, with consideration of the potential cost and business 
impacts on stakeholders participating in different accountable care 
arrangements. 
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Agenda Overview 

• Overview of the landscape for Accountable Care 
organizations, Clif Gaus, NAACOS 

• Panel 1: Physician-Led Accountable Care 
Arrangements  

• Panel 2: Hospital and Health System-led 
Accountable Care Arrangements 

• Panel 3: State Community-based Accountable 
Care Arrangements 

• Panel 4: Vendors/Service Providers Enabling 
Accountable Care 
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Key Challenges/Messages 

1. Data integration across EHR systems and with population health 
platforms is a major challenge for providers collaborating under 
accountable care arrangements.  

2. Technical, strategic, and financial considerations continue to inhibit 
providers from exchanging information to support care 
coordination. 

3. While providers in accountable care arrangements are acutely 
experiencing these challenges today, they do not have the leverage 
to drive solutions alone. 

4. HIEs are facilitating exchange for accountable care in select markets, 
but sustainability and spread are still a major concern. 

5. There is lack of clarity and consensus around the key quality 
measures that are needed to effectively drive care improvement 
within ACOs. 
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Key Challenges/Messages 

6. While some providers are using Meaningful Use requirements as a 
platform for care transformation, many are still focused on simple 
reporting compliance. 

7. ACOs need to do more to prioritize a patient-centered approach 
to care.   

8. Smaller organizations are facing challenges in meeting the IT 
investments and administrative burden associated with value- 
based payment models. 

9. Providers under accountable care arrangements face barriers to 
obtaining critical information around behavioral health and other 
sensitive information to inform care. 
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Selected Discussion Areas for Forthcoming  
Recommendations 

• Additional mechanisms to ensure certified EHR products effectively 
implement exchange. 

• Strategies to support seamless integration between EHRs and other 
applications supporting population health and care coordination, 
e.g. analytics tools. 

• Opportunities to incentivize health information exchange through 
federal programs focused on accountable care. 

• Increasing provider access to comprehensive cost and utilization 
data. 

• Facilitating integration with LTPAC, behavioral health, social and 
community services, and other providers serving high-risk/high-cost 
patients. 

• Encouraging the availability and adoption of tools and data that 
support care management for high-risk/high-cost patients. 
 
 

Office of the National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology 6 


	Accountable Care Workgroup Hearing, HIT Policy Committee Meeting 01/14/14
	Accountable Care Workgroup Charge
	Hearing Objectives
	Agenda Overview
	Key Challenges/Messages
	Selected Discussion Areas for Forthcoming �Recommendations





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		HITPCACWGHearingReportOut1-14-14.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



