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2019 Edition Reference ISA 

• Updates included in the 2019 Reference Edition ISA based on numerous changes 
made to address public comments received, including but not limited to: 
» Allows a Prescriber to Prescribe Medication Using Weight-Based Dosing 
» Allows a Prescriber to Request a Patient’s Medication History from a State Prescription 

Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) 
• Updates since the 2019 Edition Reference ISA, including but not limited to: 

» Specialty Care and Settings functionality (opioids and pediatrics) 
» Allows a Prescriber to Send a Prescription to a Pharmacy for a Controlled Substance 
» Allows a Prescriber to Communicate Drug Administration Events 
» Allows a Prescriber to Communicate with a REMS Administrator 
» Allows for the Exchange of State Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) Data 
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/isa/files/inline-files/2019ISAReferenceEdition.pdf
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Specialty Care and Settings 
• New functionality supports 

"Specialty Care and Settings" to 
display a list of interoperability 
needs supporting particular care 
needs or settings, including 
Opioids (prevention and 
treatment) and Pediatrics . 
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/tagged-content/opioids
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/tagged-content/pediatrics
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21st Century Cures Act NPRM 

• 21st Century Cures Act: Interoperability, Information Blocking, and the ONC 
Health IT Certification Program

» https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/nprm/ONCCuresActNPRM.pdf

» Proposes update to electronic prescribing (eRx) SCRIPT standard in 2015 Edition from 
NCPDP SCRIPT v10.6 to NCPDP SCRIPT 2017071

– CMS recently finalized its Part D standards to NCPDP SCRIPT 2017071 for eRx and medical history, 
effective January 1, 2020

– ONC and CMS have maintained complementary policies and aligned standards to ensure that the 
current standard for certification permits use of the current Part D eRx standards

– New eRx standard will eventually become the baseline for ONC Health IT Certification

– ONC will continue to reference the current transactions included in § 170.315(b)(3) and propose 
to require all of the NCPDP SCRIPT 2017071 standard transactions CMS adopted
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https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/nprm/ONCCuresActNPRM.pdf
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New eRx Certification Criterion § 170.315(b)(11) 

• Create new prescriptions (NewRx, NewRxRequest, NewRxResponseDenied)

• Change prescriptions (RxChangeRequest, RxChangeResponse)

• Cancel prescriptions (CancelRx, CancelRxResponse)

• Renew prescriptions (RxRenewalRequest, RxRenewalResponse)

• Receive fill status notifications (RxFill, RxFillIndicatorChange)

• Request and receive medication history (RxHistoryRequest,
RxHistoryResponse)
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 New eRx Certification Criterion § 170.315(b)(11) (cont.) 

• Ask the Mailbox if there are any transactions (GetMessage) 

• Relay acceptance of a transaction back to the sender (Status) 

• Respond that there was a problem with the transaction (Error) 

• Respond that a transaction requesting a return receipt has been received (Verify) 

• Request to send an additional supply of medication (Resupply) 

• Recertify the continued administration of a medication order (Recertification) 

• Complete Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy (REMS) Transactions 
(REMSInitiationRequest, REMSInitiationResponse, REMSRequest, and 
REMSResponse) 
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llows a Prescriber to Send a New Prescription to a Pharmacy 

Type Standard/ Imp lementation Speci f icat ion Standards Process Matu r ity Imp lementation Matu r ity Adopt ion Level Federally r•Guired Cost Test Tool Ava ilab ility 

Standard NC PDP SCRIPT Standa rd, Implementat ion Gu ide, Ver,1on 10. Rnal Production 
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Standard NC PDP SCRIPT Standa rd, Implementation Gu ide, Ver,1on 20 Rnal Pi lot 

17071 i!i 

Emerging Scandard Hl l FHIR Medication Requesci!i In Oeveropmenr Pilot 

Limitations, Dependenc ies, and Precond itions for Cor1s ide rat ion 

■ The -oil ow ing t ransactions need to De implemented ·or intero 11er.a bilfty purposes: 

■ SCRIPT 10.6 & SCR IPT 2017071 -

■ NewRx: This transaction is a nei.v p resuipt ion sent rom the prescriber to the pharmacy electronically so that it can be 

■ 

■ 

dispensed to a patient 

■ SCRIPT 2017071 -

■ New RxRequest: Th is t rans.action is a request from a pharma cy to a. prescriber for a new prescription ior a patient 

■ New RxRes ponseDenied: This ransa ction is a den ied response to a previously sent NewRxRequest (II approved, a 
Nei.vRx would t>e -sent) 

■ A New RxResponseDen ied response may occur when the New RxRequest cannot be proc,essed or if information is 

unava ilable 

60th the prescriber and the pharmacy mu st have their systems configured or the transaction in order to fa.cilitate succ-essful 

e.xchange, includ ing the ab ility to send or receive ve ri fy, status, or error transactions. 

See NC PDP proi ects in the Interoperab ility Proving Ground. 
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App l icab le Secu rity Patter ns for Conside rat ion 

■ Secure Message Route r - sec urely route and en ·o rce po licy on inboun d and outl>oun d messages. without im erru j)t ion of de livery. 

. Aut hentication En force r - cen ra lized authentication processes . 

■ Aut hor izat ion Enforcer - specifies access cont ro l policies. 

. Cre<lent ial Token izer - encapsulate cred en ials a:s a security oken or reuse (e.g .• -SAML. Kerbems}. 

. AoS~sertion Bu ilder - defi ne processing logic for identity, authorizat ion and attribute statements.. 

■ Use r Role - identifi es the role asserted by t he ind ividua l initiating the t ransaction. 

. Pu rpose of Use - ldenti~es t he purpose fo r he t ransaction . 

 New Electronic Prescription 
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Questions? 

Carmen Smiley, IT Specialist 
Office of Technology, ONC 
carmen.smiley@hhs.gov 
(202) 260-8900 

@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC 
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