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May 1, 2015

Karen B. DeSalvo, M.D., MPH, Msc
National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Dr. DeSalvo,
	On behalf of Wolters Kluwer, I am writing to provide comments on the recently issued 2015 Interoperability Standards Advisory. We commend the Office of the National Coordinator (ONC) for creating the Advisory, and identifying and assessing the best interoperability standards and implementation specifications currently available for industry use. 
As way of background, Wolters Kluwer (WK) is a leading global provider of information, business intelligence and point-of-care solutions for the healthcare industry.   Key product lines include ProVation® Medical, UpToDate®, Medi-Span®, Lexicomp®, Facts & Comparisons®, Sentri7®, Health Language and Medicom (China).   Wolters Kluwer had annual revenues in 2014 of $4.9 billion.
	We believe the Standards Advisory accurately captures the best available standards and implementation specifications for vocabulary, content, transport and services. We want to particularly commend the ONC for including the Health eDecisions standard for Clinical Decision Support knowledge artifacts and services, and the Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR) for data element based query for clinical health information.  As one of the leading clinical decision support vendors, and an active participant in the S&I Framework’s work group that developed Health eDecisions, WK strongly supports those standards.  Stages 1 and 2 of the EHR Incentive program have built the foundation for rudimentary clinical decision support capabilities. The next step is to build an interoperable CDS infrastructure using Health eDecisions.    
	We are similarly pleased to see the inclusion of FHIR. As we previously pointed out in our comments on the Interoperability Roadmap, FHIR has the virtue of simplicity and ease of implementation, but still will require consensus on representations in order to optimize interoperability and health data exchange. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely,
[image: ]

Joel Arp 
Director, Marketing and Commercial Programs
Wolters Kluwer Health-Clinical Solutions     
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