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Karen DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc						May 1, 2015
National Coordinator
Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC  20201

Dear Dr. DeSalvo,
On behalf of IHE International and IHE USA, we are pleased to offer comments on the draft document entitled, “2015 Interoperability Standards Advisory: Best Available Standards and Implementation Specifications.” 
We would first like to thank ONC for focusing the attention of the healthcare community on specific, proven standards and implementation specifications for achieving interoperability to advance health and healthcare. The 2015 Standards Advisory is a thoughtful good start toward identifying, cataloging and promoting these standards. Our comments are intended to enhance and extend its value by:
· Identifying additional relevant standards for inclusion
· Modifying the description of some of the referenced IHE specifications “standards” to “implementation specifications,” as a more appropriate description 
· Identifying several important additional implementation specifications for consideration
· Proposing reorganization of several standards with their identified purposes
· Identifying additional purposes and corresponding standards and implementation specifications
· Proposing additional components to identify emerging standards to help software developers plan and coordinate, as well as coordinate and harmonize standards development efforts among SDOs
· Addressing  the questions posed at the end of the Standards Advisory
· Proposing tighter constraints on how standards and implementation specifications meet the inclusion criteria to inform and sustain evolution of the annual releases
· Proposing a non-regulatory stakeholder’s group to support ONC in resolving comments on this draft Standards Advisory.
We are very gratified to see the technical specifications developed by IHE so well represented in this catalog of best available standards and implementation specifications. We believe that our mission and activities align very closely with the goals of ONC in promoting the adoption of standards-based interoperability. IHE USA and IHE International would be pleased to discuss our recommended changes and offer our service in other relevant ways to promote our shared goals.

Sincerely,
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David S. Mendelson, MD
Co-chair, IHE International Board
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Joyce Sensmeier, MS, RN-BC, FAAN
President, IHE USA
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Elliot B. Sloane, PhD
Co-chair, IHE International Board
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