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February 3, 2015


Karen DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue S.W., Suite 729-D
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Dr. DeSalvo,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft version of the Federal Health IT Strategic Plan 2015-2020.
The Metropolitan Boston Emergency Medical Services Council, Inc. (“MBEMSC”) is one of five Massachusetts regional Emergency Medical Services (“EMS”) councils (EMS Region IV). The council is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of local and state government officials, emergency medical technicians, nurses, doctors, ambulance service providers, fire, police, hospitals, and citizens representing the 61 communities and approximately 2 million people of Metropolitan Boston and the surrounding area.
MBEMSC unequivocally supports the vital components of the Federal Interagency Committee on Emergency Medical Services (FICEMS) Strategic Plan, which includes:
· Coordinated, regionalized, and accountable EMS and 9-1-1 systems that provide safe, high-quality care
· Data-driven and evidence-based EMS systems that promote improved patient care quality
· [bookmark: _GoBack]EMS systems fully integrated into preparedness planning, response, and recovery
· EMS systems that are sustainable, visionary, and integrated with the evolving health care system
MBEMSC supports retrospective data collection for submission to our state’s NEMSIS program for research and evaluation purposes.  Transfer of patient information during the transport phase of care and collection of real-time data is a goal we would like to see come to fruition as it has a significant impact in the outcomes of our patients.  For this, we need your help.
In the ONC’s Draft Strategic Plan for 2015-2020, EMS is never mentioned in the broad definition of “health care provider”.  In the previous strategic plan, this resulted in EMS being overshadowed by larger institutional providers who have greater financial stakes.  These realities limited the ability of public and private EMS services from participating in EHR implementation and effective HIE.  Because EMS was not included in Meaningful Use, patients could receive no benefit from EMS involvement. We strongly urge you to consider specifically including EMS in your 2015-2020 strategic plan. 
As an integrated team, we can help improve health care for all.

Respectfully,
[image: ]
Derrick Congdon, M.S.
Executive Director
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