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Comments on
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC)
Draft 2016 Interoperability Standards Advisory (Draft 2016 Advisory)
November 5, 2015

DataRx LLC has developed an open source, prototype Personal Health Record (PHR) named “MedicalRecords.”  
One of the main sources for quantitative clinical data is test results from multiple clinical labs.  Patients frequently use multiple providers who use different clinical labs.  These labs include without limitation national commercial providers such as Laboratory Corporation of America Holdings (LabCorp) and Quest Diagnostics, government labs such as Veterans Administration and Department of Defense, medical centers and physicians’ offices.
Some of these labs provide the ability for patients to download from patient portals PDF files with their test results.  These PDF files have many different formats, do not contain LOINC codes and are not structured for import into a database.   
Draft 2016 Advisory Section II-H: “Laboratory Interoperability Need:  Receive electronic laboratory test results” calls for the use HL7.  
It seems to us that it is an unnecessary and complicated step to transmit data by HL7 to patients for import into their PHR.  
In instances in which direct, read only access is not practical, why not agree on a common server database structure and provide the data by a "comma" delimited linear file or Excel?   
It is likely that most labs will have the required data since they currently use HL7 format to transmit to their clients such as medical centers and physicians’ offices.    The data required for a PHR data is either the same data or a subset of data provided for in HL7 Version 2.5.1 Implementation Guide: S&I Framework Lab Results Interface, Release 1—US Realm [HL7 Version 2.5.1: ORU_R01] Draft Standard for Trial Use, July 2012.

The sample screen shot below is from our “MedicalRecords” PHR.  It reflects data from a Sunquest laboratory information system (LIS) using Crystal report writer to create an Excel spreadsheet. The Excel spreadsheet was then imported into our “MedicalRecords” PHR. 
[image: ] 


The first two rows of the sample spreadsheet below contain the header and the first row of data.  Subsequent rows contain results of additional tests. 
Patient_Name	Patient_Birthdate	Patient_Gender	Medical_Record_Number	Encounter_Account_Number	Accession_Number	OrderCode	OrderName	TestCode	Test_LOINC	TestName	Result	Result_Flag	Result_Comments	Result_Units	Normal_Range	Collect_DateTime	Received_DateTime	Result_DateTime
Smith, John Q	7/4/1952	M	9123456	912345678	M24112	CBCD8	CBC with Differential	ABBAS	26444-0	Absolute Basophils	0.02			K/uL	[0.0-0.1]	10/27/2014 11:42	10/27/2014 11:43	10/27/2014 11:49
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sunquest is used by 1,700 laboratories.  There are many labs who use other LIS vendors and also send HL7 data to clients.  
The sample spreadsheet is just a sample but it contains the critical lab test result data.  What makes this spreadsheet different from existing PDF files is:
1. Structured format
2. LOINC test result code
The structured format allows the data to be easily input into a relational database and the LOINC test result code allows the proper classification of the test results despite each labs different name for the same test results.
Our request is that the Interoperability Standards provide lab test results to patients for use in PHR by a "comma" delimited linear file or Excel as illustrated by the sample spreadsheet.

Sincerely,

DataRx LLC
/s/ Robert E. Robinson, III, MD, Managing Member
/s/ Eliot S. Robinson, Managing Member
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