


Authorization for Release of Information: Prospective and Point of Care
Authorization steps can be inserted with minimal complexity into the traditional NwHIN Exchange / XCA set of transactions. Here is that set of transactions in the general case between two organizations A (point of care) and B (record holder):
A: Do you know a patient with these demographics?
B: Yes, and his patient id is #123.
A: What documents are available for patient #123?
B: We have a CCD and a discharge summary.
A: Send me the CCD.
[bookmark: _GoBack]B: Here you go.

Let’s make a few environmental assumptions (these can be relaxed, but may make the exchange more complicated):
1. An entity that holds a record is responsible for knowing whether patient authorization is required for its release. This may be a matter of policy, state law, or a patient preference.
2. The entity is responsible for maintaining appropriate language for an ROI authorization. This may be their own or standardized across a region or state.
3. Authorization may be collected prospectively in the usual way and documented in the EHR.
4. Alternatively, authorization may be collected at the point of care (not the record holding entity).

Now we have:
A: Do you know a patient with these demographics?
B: Yes, and his patient id is #123, and patient authorization is required and outstanding. You can’t learn anything else until the patient authorizes it.
A: Please send me your authorization language.
	B: Here you go.
[The patient signs the form]
A: Here’s electronic notification that the patient #123 has signed your authorization form.
	B: Swell. Authorization is no longer outstanding. You are free to ask more questions.
A: What documents are available for patient #123? Etc.


Data segmentation would be a straightforward (if difficult to process) extension of this exchange whereby the authorization form might contain options for the patient to select from which would result in the record holding entity filtering the availability of documents. We can explore this more if the overall approach seems sound.



