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The Ambulatory Surgery Center Association (ASCA) is the national membership 
association that represents ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) and provides 

advocacy and resources to assist ASCs in delivering high-quality, cost-effective 
ambulatory surgery to all the patients they serve. 
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ASCs and EHRs 

• Low EHR penetration compared to other sites of service 

• Structural barriers: 

» Diverse specialties 

» Diverse facility sizes, management structures 

» Between sites of service 

• Future implications: 

» Value-based payment program participation 

» Need for better data as more complex surgical procedures migrate 
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21st Century Cures Act (P.L. 114-255) 

Section 16003: Treatment of Eligible Professionals in Ambulatory Surgical 
Centers for Meaningful Use and MIPS 

“…no payment adjustment may be made…in the case of an eligible 
professional with respect to whom substantially all* of covered professional 
services furnished by such professional are furnished in an ambulatory 
surgical center.” 

Sunset Clause: 

“shall no longer apply as of the first year that begins more than 3 years after 
the date on which the Secretary determines…that certified EHR technology 
applicable to the ambulatory surgical center setting is available.” 

 

* “substantially all” defined in FY 2018 IPPS Final Rule as 75 percent or more of covered professional services in POS 24 
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ASCA EHR Stakeholder Group and Workgroup  

• Open, volunteer-driven, vendor agnostic process 

• General stakeholder group  

» Open to anyone 

» ASCA staff provides EHR-related regulatory and legislative updates 

» Workgroup updates 

» Education and general discussion 

• Volunteer workgroup  

» ASCA members 

» One representative per vendor 

» Towards an ASC-specific EHR certification 
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ASCA EHR Workgroup Whitepaper [ LINK ] 
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https://ascaf.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/ESZy62qLB4dOigz2vUFH5OQBL6YjrCkJh9kzvkX9STREiQ?e=cQW6Mh


ASCA EHR Workgroup Criteria Examination 
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ASCA EHR Workgroup Next Steps 

• Feedback on clinical goals 

» Physicians 

» Administrative, clinical staff 

• Broader education in the ASC community 

• Strategic partnerships (AJRR) 

• Advocacy, collaborative work with ONC 
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@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC 

Thank you! 

Alex Taira 

ataira@ascassociation.org 
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