
 

March 26, 2014 

Dr. John Halamka 
Chairman, Standards Task Force 
Health Information Technology Standards Committee 
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology  
Department of Health and Human Services  
 
Dear Dr. Halamka: 
 
The Colorado Immunization Information System (CIIS) is a confidential, population-based, computerized 
system that collects and analyzes immunization information for Coloradans of all ages.  CIIS is an important 
public health tool that can be utilized to increase and sustain high immunization coverage rates by 
consolidating immunization records from multiple providers, allowing providers to generate recall notices for 
individuals who are not up-to-date, minimizing over-immunization by forecasting needed immunizations and 
identifying missed opportunities for vaccination.  The CIIS Program constantly strives to implement innovative 
solutions, such as bi-directional, real-time HL7 messaging and clinical decision support (CDS) that are of value 
to users of the immunization registry. The CIIS Program is part of the Immunization Section at the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment. 
 
The CIIS Program commends the Standards Task Force on its commitment to achieving positive public health 
outcomes through the use of health information technologies.  The CIIS Program, however, is concerned that 
the Stage 3 Meaningful Use recommendations being discussed by the Standards Task Force will undermine the 
rapid progress being made in the bi-directional interoperability between Immunization Information Systems 
(IIS) and Electronic Health Record (EHR) systems for immunization reporting.  We strongly support: 

• Inclusion as CORE, the requirement for Eligible Professionals (EP), Eligible Hospitals (EH), and Critical 
Access Hospitals (CAH) to receive a patient’s immunization history supplied by an immunization 
registry or IIS. 

o Inclusion as EHR certification criteria the ability to receive and present a standard set of 
structured, externally-generated immunization history and capture the act and date of review 
within the EP/EH practice. 

• Inclusion as EHR certification criteria, the ability to receive results of external CDS pertaining to the 
vaccines recommended for a patient when they present at the EP/EH practice. 

• For message transport, the CIIS Program recommends continuation of SOAP web services 
requirements, specifically the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Transport Layer 
Expert Panel (TLEP) Web Services Description Language (WSDL) Specifications as these specifications 
are already used by IISs and meet the EHR to IIS use case far better than the Direct transfer protocol. 
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